What is Fair?

The Fair Housing Act and other federal, state and
local fair housing laws provide protection against the
following discriminatory housing practices if the are
based on race, sex, religion, color, disability, familial
status or national origin

- Denying or refusing to rent or sell housing
- Treating applicants differently for housing

- Treating residents differently in connection
with terms and conditions of housing

- Advertising housing preferences

« Providing false information about
availability of housing

« Harassing, coercing or intimidating people
from enjoying or exercising their rights under
the Fair Housing Act

- Blockbusting for profit or persuading
owners to sell or rent housing by telling
them that people of a particular race,
religion, etc. are moving into the area or
neighborhood

« Imposing different terms for loans for
purchasing, constructing, improving,
repairing, or maintaining a home or loans
secured by housing

- Denying use of or participation in real estate
services e.g. brokers’ organizations, multiple
listing services, etc.

Did you know you can
file a complaint?

| Race Age |
| Color Arbitrary |
| Sex Ancestry |
| Religion Marital Status |

| Disability Source of Income |
| National Origin Sexual Orientation |
| Familial Status
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History

Founded in 1965, Fair Housing Council of
Orange County is a private non-profit
corporation governed by a volunteer board of
directors and is an operating member of the
National Fair Housing Alliance. Through
comprehensive community education,
individual counseling, mediation and low-cost
advocacy, the agency works to eliminate
housing discrimination and guarantee the
rights of all people to freely choose housing in
their desired area. The Fair Housing Council’s
evidence of fair housing violations has been
successfully used by the US Department of
Justice, HUD, California Department of Fair
Employment and Housing and private
attorneys in federal and state administrative
and court proceedings.

Report Discrimination
1-800-698-3247

Basis of Discrimination
May Look Like...

Race - Different rules, fees or treatment, targeting a
particular race for evictions, rent increases, warning
notices, making racial slurs, and comments due to a
person’s race.

Marital Status - Differential treatment because you
are single or living together with a partner, but not
married, no guests, invasion of privacy, harassment.

Color - Differential treatment, due to a person’s skin
color. People of the same race can discriminate
against each other on the basis of color.

Age - Refusal of housing to persons of certain age
groups, advertisements claims, e.g. “Ideal for a single
person, college student, or an elderly person”.

Familial Status - Landlord targeting families with
children under the age of 18. Different rules for
children: curfew, pool rules, children may only live
downstairs, cannot play outside, limits on number of
children and not number of people. Discrimination
related to pregnancy and childbirth.

Ancestry - You are steered to, or away from, a
neighborhood or section of a community that is
primarily composed of one racial or ethnic group.
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Sex - Differential treatment because one is female
or male. Property owner does not like to deal with
a male or a female and ignores his/her requests,
treating genders differently; sexual harassment.

Sexual Orientation - Landlord refusing housing to
a tenant who is biologically female, but exhibits
masculine mannerisms, refusal to lease to a gay
man based on the belief that he has HIV/AIDS.

Disability - Differential treatment due to a
physical, mental, medical disability. Ignoring
request for accommodations or modifications
based on disability. Not allowing service animals,
charging for “pet” deposits.

Source of Income - Housing provider asks amount
or source of a tenant’s income, does not accept
tenants dependent on SSI for income.

National Origin - Differential treatment or denied
housing based on where a person was born,
emigrated from, or language spoken. Landlord
rents only to Spanish/English/Swabhili/etc.
speakers.

Arbitrary - Differential treatment due to education,
physical appearances such as dress, tattoos,
piercings.

Religion - Requiring applicants or tenants to be of
any certain religion or excluding tenants based on
religion. Disallowing religious decorations on
apartment doors where other decorations are
allowed.
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